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and chivalrous devotion largely entered, should league
themselves with their fellow Sovereigns in a solemn com-
pact to rule justly and mercifully, to regard one another
as brothers, and to treat their subjects as children! Under
the influence of these emotions the treaty was signed,
and offered to Great Britain for acceptance. But the
English ministers refused to commit themselves to a
document so vague in its terms, though they publicly
expressed their admiration of the exalted principles
embodied in it.

Before long, however, events occurred which deprived
the Holy Alliance of its indefinite character, and caused
it to become a league of absolutist Sovereigns for the
purpose of putting down by force, if necessary, all move-
ments in favour of political liberty among the continental
states. It shewed itself in this character in the year
1820, when the revolutions which had taken place in
Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Piedmont, and the general
ferment among the continental populations, were the
subject of anxious deliberations at the Congress of Trop-
pau, which was followed immediately by the Congress of
Laybach held in January 1821. At these Congresses a
great divergence of opinion made itself evident. The
Sovereigns who were parties to the Holy Alliance de-
sired that the Great Powers should join together in a
mutual guarantee against revolution, and should destroy
by force of arms all liberal constitutions that had been
extorted by the people from their princes. On the other
hand Great Britain, supported at first by France, took
the ground that the alliance of the five Great Powers
was not made for the purpose of upholding one particu-
lar form of government, and that there existed no general
right of interference in the internal concerns of other